Part C: Comments

Complete one section C per comment on the Local Plan.

Please ensure that you also complete:

section A and B (personal details and declaration) ONCE and submit alongside your section C form(s).

Additional section C forms are available at www.dudley.gov.uk/localplan, by emailing planning.policy@dudley.gov.uk
or by calling 01384 814136.

Please complete Questions 1 and 2 if you know this information.

Question 1. To which document does this response relate? (Please tick one box)

Supporting evidence base document

Draft Dudley Local Plan, Regulation 18 Part One and Part Two
Sustainability Appraisal of the Regulation 18: Pre-Submission Draft of the Dudley Local Plan Volume 1 and Volume 2

Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Regulation 18: Pre-Submission Draft of the Dudley Local Plan

Question 2. To which part of the document does this response relate??

Title of document

Draft Dudley Local Plan - Part One

Paragraph/section

11

Policy

DLP34

Site

Various

Policy

Map N/A

Responses can address any of the Supporting Documents and Evidence by relating them to the resulting paragraph,
policy or site in the Draft Dudley Local Plan.

Q3. What is the nature of your comment? (Please tick one box)

@ General comment

|:| Support
D Objection

Q4. Please use this space to make any comments on the paragraph, policy, site or policies map you have
identified in Q2, or make a comment if you have been unable to answer questions 1 and 2:

and use, and

AnimnlAd A vamniivAad A fFAllAawnr thAa AanAA AALiveA An thA

Paragraphs 1 and 2 do not appear to give sufficient weight to the 'Historic Importance' of hedgerows
as defined in the Hedgerow Regulations, 1997. The historic nature of some hedgerows contributes
significantly to their value for two reasons:

a) The patterns of hedges in the landscape provide important information for understanding historic |

b) the complex ecology existing within a hedgerow can take a very long time to mature, meaning tha
t our more ancient examples are difficult to replace and, thus, should be more highly valued.

| am concerned that DLP34, paragraph 3 would permit hedgerow removal and replacement in excha
nge for achieving "a high quality site layout". The policy doesn't state whether the replacement hedg
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Part C: Comments

Complete one section C per comment on the Local Plan.
Please ensure that you also complete:
section A and B (personal details and declaration) ONCE and submit alongside your section C form(s).

Additional section C forms are available at www.dudley.gov.uk/localplan, by emailing planning.policy@dudley.gov.uk
or by calling 01384 814136.

Please complete Questions 1 and 2 if you know this information.

Question 1. To which document does this response relate? (Please tick one box)

e Draft Dudley Local Plan, Regulation 18 Part One and Part Two

Sustainability Appraisal of the Regulation 18: Pre-Submission Draft of the Dudley Local Plan Volume 1 and Volume 2

Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Regulation 18: Pre-Submission Draft of the Dudley Local Plan

Supporting evidence base document

Question 2. To which part of the document does this response relate??

Title of document  Draft Dudley Local Plan - Part Two

Paragraph/section |9 Policy

Site Three Fields off Dunsley Road, Stourbridge Policy Map N/A

Responses can address any of the Supporting Documents and Evidence by relating them to the resulting paragraph,
policy or site in the Draft Dudley Local Plan.

Q3. What is the nature of your comment? (Please tick one box)
@ General comment

|:| Support

D Objection

Q4. Please use this space to make any comments on the paragraph, policy, site or policies map you have
identified in Q2, or make a comment if you have been unable to answer questions 1 and 2:

| believe that the “Three Fields”, Dunsley Road, Wollaston — also known as “Dunsley Fields” — sho
uld be designated as a Local Green Space (LGS).

The site, on the historically-important western edge of Dudley Borough, fulfils the criteria for a LGS
designation due to its beauty, tranquillity and recreational use. It lies close to the residential areas of
Wollaston, Norton, and Stourbridge's 'Old Quarter’, is extensively used for recreation and dog-walki
ng, offers almost panoramic views unmatched in the locality, and is regarded by residents as a trem
endous community amenity.

I would wholeheartedly support the application for a Local Green Space designation for this site, ma
de by Dr C Farmer in 2020, and would ask that you reconsider this application, especially in light of t
he overwhelming public support for local green spaces expressed during the now abandoned Black
Country Plan consultation in 2021.
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Part C: Comments

Complete one section C per comment on the Local Plan.

Please ensure that you also complete:
section A and B (personal details and declaration) ONCE and submit alongside your section C form(s).

Additional section C forms are available at www.dudley.gov.uk/localplan, by emailing planning.policy@dudley.gov.uk
or by calling 01384 814136.

Please complete Questions 1 and 2 if you know this information.

Question 1. To which document does this response relate? (Please tick one box)

Draft Dudley Local Plan, Regulation 18 Part One and Part Two

Sustainability Appraisal of the Regulation 18: Pre-Submission Draft of the Dudley Local Plan Volume 1 and Volume 2

Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Regulation 18: Pre-Submission Draft of the Dudley Local Plan

Supporting evidence base document

Question 2. To which part of the document does this response relate??

Title of document  Draft Dudley Local Plan - Part One

Paragraph/section |13 Policy DLP54

Site Various Policy Map N/A

Responses can address any of the Supporting Documents and Evidence by relating them to the resulting paragraph,
policy or site in the Draft Dudley Local Plan.

Q3. What is the nature of your comment? (Please tick one box)

@ General comment
|:| Support
|:| Objection

Q4. Please use this space to make any comments on the paragraph, policy, site or policies map you have

identified in Q2, or make a comment if you have been unable to answer questions 1 and 2:

| welcome policy DLP54 especially paragraph's 2a and 2b. The Stourbridge / Wollescote / Cradley
area had numerous streams, including the following tributaries of the river Stour:

* Mouse Sweet Brook
 Ravensitch

» Audnam Brook

» Wordsley Brook
 Coalbourne Brook

* Dividale / Covern Brook

» Withibrook (and its numerous tributaries)
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Part C: Comments

Complete one section C per comment on the Local Plan.
Please ensure that you also complete:
section A and B (personal details and declaration) ONCE and submit alongside your section C form(s).

Additional section C forms are available at www.dudley.gov.uk/localplan, by emailing planning.policy@dudley.gov.uk
or by calling 01384 814136.

Please complete Questions 1 and 2 if you know this information.

Question 1. To which document does this response relate? (Please tick one box)

Draft Dudley Local Plan, Regulation 18 Part One and Part Two

[] Sustainability Appraisal of the Regulation 18: Pre-Submission Draft of the Dudley Local Plan Volume 1 and Volume 2
[ ] Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Regulation 18: Pre-Submission Draft of the Dudley Local Plan
[] Supporting evidence base document

Question 2. To which part of the document does this response relate??

Title of document  Draft Dudley Local Plan - Part One

Paragraph/section |14 Policy DLP62

Site Various Policy Map N/A

Responses can address any of the Supporting Documents and Evidence by relating them to the resulting paragraph,
policy or site in the Draft Dudley Local Plan.

Q3. What is the nature of your comment? (Please tick one box)
@ General comment

|:| Support

|:| Objection

Q4. Please use this space to make any comments on the paragraph, policy, site or policies map you have
identified in Q2, or make a comment if you have been unable to answer questions 1 and 2:

As the "BCP Historic Landscape Characterisation Study (2019)" referenced at
<https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policy/dudley-local-plan/draft-dudley-local-plan-consultation/dudleys-draft-local-plan-consultation-documents/> is not available to view in full, |
have based the following comments on the assumption that this component of your evidence base contains essentially the same material as in: Oxford Archaeology Ltd. (2019) Black Country Historic
Landscape Characterisation Study, Final Report, Issue 2, which was part of the evidence base for the now abandoned Black Country Plan.

This 2019 HLC Study was based upon the local Historic Environment Records (HERs), yet it recognises that the HERs provide only a partial picture of the historic landscape. Indeed, section 8.2.8 *
strongly’ recommends the four Black Country authorities (including Dudley) review and enhance their Historic Environment Records, particularly for areas currently within the Green Belt which have
hitherto not received the same level of HER enhancement as urban areas. It suggests that, * as a result, there is potentially a number of non-designated heritage assets that have not been identified
and recorded on the HER...” . That being the case, it is clear that the AHHLVs and APAs may not include some important archaeological sites, and | feel that this (and the HLC Study's
recommendation) should be reflected in the Dudley Local Plan, particularly in regard to paragraph 1d of Policy DLP62.

A local example illustrates this deficiency. With regard to the area around Burys Hill and Buckbury, south of Stourbridge (grid ref. SO 895 815), sections B.8.17 and B.8.18 of Oxford Archaeology's HLC
Study omit the following evidence:

a) The track (now a footpath) running from the south end of Ounty John Lane to the south end of County Lane appears to represent an important ancient route-way. There is good evidence for its use
(perhaps as part of the salt-way network) during the Anglo-Saxon period.1 The same track probably also served to connect Wychbury’ s Iron Age hill fort to those at Kinver and Drakelow, as well as to
Ismere, the likely moot site of the British province of Husmerae. An early incarnation of the track may even have serviced the prehistoric settlement(s) noted in APA39.

b) The discovery of heat-shattered stones and associated pits and Bronze Age artefacts, together with D-shaped crop marks, underlies the designation of APA39 in the south-east section of AHHLV29.
However, further heat-shattered stones, possibly related to so-called © burnt mounds’ have been found along, and to the south of, the aforementioned track (section (a) above);2 and crop-marks of a
potentially Bronze Age ring-ditch exist to the north of the track.3 These features all lie outside (i.e. to the west) of APA39; and it would not seem unreasonable to suggest that APA39 should be
extended to encompass them: i.e. across the entire tract of high ground in the Buckbury / Burys Hill area.

REFERENCES

1. James, K. (2020)  Windsor, windofer and Iverley: lllustrating the place-name element *ofer within the Anglo-Saxon road network’ . Journal of the English Place-Name Society, 51, 37— 64.
2. Cole, M. (2020) Pers. comm.

3. James, K. (2019) The Historical Landscape of Stourbridge's Green Belt. <http://sgb.kjdocs.co.uk/Historical%20Landscape%200f%20Stourbridges%20Green%20B elt%2001c.pdf>, 11.
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	Q4.4: Paragraphs 1 and 2 do not appear to give sufficient weight to the 'Historic Importance' of hedgerows as defined in the Hedgerow Regulations, 1997. The historic nature of some hedgerows contributes significantly to their value for two reasons:



a) The patterns of hedges in the landscape provide important information for understanding historic land use, and



b) the complex ecology existing within a hedgerow can take a very long time to mature, meaning that our more ancient examples are difficult to replace and, thus, should be more highly valued.



I am concerned that DLP34, paragraph 3 would permit hedgerow removal and replacement in exchange for achieving "a high quality site layout". The policy doesn't state whether the replacement hedge would be required to follow the same course as the original. If the line of the hedgerow is not preserved, valuable historic information may be lost (point (a) above). And, in any case, the process would undoubtedly degrade the hedge's ecological value (the 'Wildlife and Landscape Importance' defined in the Hedgerow Regulations, 1997) (point (b)). 



In the green belt around Stourbridge alone, 21 hedgerows are of undoubted 'Historic Importance' under the regulations (mostly because they mark at least part of the boundary of a parish or township which existed before 1850, or of a pre-1600 estate or manor); and at least 57 more are potentially of high 'Wildlife and Landscape Importance'. Some of these hedgerows have recently been designated as SLINCs; and I believe that surveys of the remaining hedgerows would be beneficial.



One historic hedgerow is of particular concern: that which forms the western boundary of The Three Fields between Dunsley Road and Westwood Avenue in Stourbridge. This marks an ancient parish, manor, and county boundary which, since the late Anglo-Saxon period, has also delineated Clent hundred, Halfshire Hundred and a variety of other territories as well as civil and ecclesiastical administrative areas.[1] The hedgerow here contains numerous mature lime trees. The southern (straight) portion probably dates to the 1782 enclosures, at least, although some of the trees here appear to be considerably older. The northern (curved) portion seems to be a continuation of a pre-Conquest boundary to the north, defined by a linear earthwork referenced in a tenth-century charter.[2] In 1300, the boundary of Kinver forest ran either along this hedge-line or very close to it.[3] At that date, a landmark, le Croked Apeltre ('the Crooked Apple tree') was recorded nearby — probably near the south end of the Three Fields — and it is quite possible that some of the crab apple trees presently growing in the hedge are descendants of the specimen noted in 1300.





REFERENCES

1. K. James, Stourbridge's Western Boundary: A cornerstone of the historical landscape (2017),

<http://www.stourbridgewesternboundary.kjdocs.co.uk/Stourbridge%20Western%20Boundary.pdf>.

2. K. James, 'The Swinford Charter (S 579): A more complex origin for Oldswinford?', Transactions of the Worcestershire Archaeological Society, Third Series, 24 (2014).

3. K. James, 'The Norman forest of Kinver: An analysis of the forest's extent and place-names recorded in the Great perambulation of 1300', Transactions of the Staffordshire Archaeological and Historical Society, LIV (2023), 1–31.


	Q4.5: I believe that the “Three Fields”, Dunsley Road, Wollaston — also known as “Dunsley Fields” — should be designated as a Local Green Space (LGS).



The site, on the historically-important western edge of Dudley Borough, fulfils the criteria for a LGS designation due to its beauty, tranquillity and recreational use. It lies close to the residential areas of Wollaston, Norton, and Stourbridge's 'Old Quarter', is extensively used for recreation and dog-walking, offers almost panoramic views unmatched in the locality, and is regarded by residents as a tremendous community amenity.



I would wholeheartedly support the application for a Local Green Space designation for this site, made by Dr C Farmer in 2020, and would ask that you reconsider this application, especially in light of the overwhelming public support for local green spaces expressed during the now abandoned Black Country Plan consultation in 2021.


	Q4.6: I welcome policy DLP54 especially paragraph's 2a and 2b.  The Stourbridge / Wollescote / Cradley area had numerous streams, including the following tributaries of the river Stour:



• Mouse Sweet Brook

• Ravensitch

• Audnam Brook

• Wordsley Brook

• Coalbourne Brook

• Dividale / Covern Brook

• Withibrook (and its numerous tributaries)

• Catherwell Brook

• Swinford Brook

• Shepherd's Brook, and its tributaries, i.e. Ludgbridge Brook and Kowback (more properly Robache)[1]

• Salt Brook (and its two tributaries)

• Lutley Gutter



Although many of these watercourses were of historic importance — e.g. demarcating administrative and property boundaries, determining the locations of roads, tracks, fords and mills — most of them are now almost entirely culverted and forgotten.



Re-exposing at least some of these watercourses would, with appropriate landscaping and protection, enhance the human environment, afford opportunities for recreation, and provide much needed wildlife habitats / corridors.





REFERENCES

1. K. James, The Kowback: Stourbridge's Misplaced Brook (2016) <http://www.thekowback.kjdocs.co.uk/Kowback.pdf>
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